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He might have added, the importance of 
being a loving grandfather, because he was 
clearly that too. 

The 16th Chief Justice of the United 
States was given 80 years of life. He filled 
those years with purpose, a gracious spirit, 
and faithful service to God and country to 
the very end. He now goes to his rest beside 
his beloved Nan. And William H. Rehnquist 
leaves behind the gratitude of our whole Na-
tion. We’re proud of our Chief Justice, and 
America honors his memory. May God bless 
him. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:45 p.m. at St. 
Matthew’s Cathedral. In his remarks, he referred 
to James Rehnquist, Janet Rehnquist, and Nancy 
Spears, children of Chief Justice William H. 
Rehnquist. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks. 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Requesting 
Additional Emergency FY 2005 
Supplemental Funds 
September 7, 2005 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
On September 2nd, I signed into law Pub-

lic Law 109–61, the ‘‘Emergency Supple-
mental Appropriations Act to Meet Imme-
diate Needs Arising From the Consequences 
of Hurricane Katrina, 2005,’’ which provided 
$10.5 billion in emergency supplemental 
funds for hurricane-related disaster relief. 

Due to the catastrophic nature of Hurri-
cane Katrina, I am asking the Congress to 
consider the enclosed request, for an addi-
tional $51.8 billion, for emergency FY 2005 
supplemental resources for the Departments 
of Defense and Homeland Security and the 
Army Corps of Engineers. 

I hereby designate this proposal in the 
amount requested herein as an emergency 
requirement. This request responds to ur-
gent needs associated with immediate re-
sponse and recovery efforts associated with 
Hurricane Katrina in Alabama, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, and other affected areas. 

I urge the Congress to act expeditiously 
on this request to ensure that the Federal 
response to this disaster continues uninter-
rupted. I anticipate making a further request 

that will provide for additional response and 
recovery efforts after further assessing the 
impact of the hurricane. 

The details of this request are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely, 
George W. Bush 

Remarks on Hurricane Katrina 
Recovery Efforts 
September 8, 2005 

I want to thank the members of my Cabi-
net who have joined me today. Today I’m 
going to take this opportunity to speak di-
rectly to our citizens who have been dis-
placed by Hurricane Katrina. 

Many of you have been evacuated from 
the flooded and destroyed areas and now find 
yourselves far from home, without proper 
identification or even a change of clothes. So 
today I’m announcing two important steps 
that we are taking to provide you the help 
you need, steps that will cut through the red-
tape so that we get that help into your hands 
as quickly and easily as possible. 

The first step is providing every household 
with $2,000 in emergency disaster relief that 
can be used for immediate needs such as 
food or clothing or personal essentials. For 
those of you who are living in the large shel-
ters, such as the Houston Astrodome, I know 
that you don’t have cars or transportation and 
cannot get yourself to the centers to collect 
these funds. I also know that some of you 
do not have access to a savings or checking 
account or ways to cash a check. FEMA and 
Red Cross teams are either—are working or 
soon will be working with your shelters to 
meet your challenges and to get assistance 
into your hands as soon as possible. By reg-
istering for the first $2,000, you will begin 
the process of arranging for the delivery of 
other, longer term assistance that will be 
made available in the coming weeks for eligi-
ble households. For those of you who are 
staying with family members or in a rented 
room or a hotel or apartment, FEMA is also 
working to get these funds in your hands. 

Now, here are two ways that you can reg-
ister for this assistance. You can call 1–800– 
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621–FEMA. That’s 1–800–621–FEMA. Or, 
if you have the capability to use the Internet, 
you can log on to www.fema.gov. A FEMA 
representative will arrange for your assist-
ance to be delivered by mail or deposited 
into your bank account. If you have special 
needs, the FEMA representative can help ar-
range to get the money to you in another 
way. 

Now, we have 3,000 people who are work-
ing around the clock to take the calls. We’re 
in the process of training more, and that 
number will be increasing dramatically. More 
than 400,000 families have already been reg-
istered. We still have tens of thousands more 
people who need to be processed, so I ask 
for your patience if you experience problems 
in trying to contact FEMA. 

To those of you in our faith-based and 
community groups who have opened up your 
hearts and homes, I want to thank you for 
your service to our fellow Americans. If 
you’ve not been in contact with a FEMA rep-
resentative, please do so to help the people 
in your shelters. And, again, you can call 1– 
800–621–FEMA. By calling a FEMA rep-
resentative, you can assure that the people 
you’ve taken in are registered and able to 
receive the emergency assistance funds. 

As we work to deliver this emergency re-
lief, we’re also working to ensure that those 
of you who have received Federal benefits 
administered by the States of Alabama, Mis-
sissippi, and Louisiana will continue to get 
those benefits in the States where you’re now 
staying. 

So the second step we’re taking today is 
designed to make it easier for you to register 
and collect these benefits in any State in the 
country. We will start by granting evacuee 
status for all of you who have lived in coun-
ties that have been declared disaster areas. 
We know that many of you no longer have 
the legal documents or the records to prove 
your eligibility for the benefits you’ve been 
getting. We understand that. And so, with 
this evacuee status, you will be able to reg-
ister for your benefits without many of the 
traditional administrative requirements for 
verification and enrollment. 

The special evacuee status applies to the 
full range of Federal benefits administered 
by the States. These programs include: Med-

icaid; temporary assistance for needy fami-
lies; child care; mental health services and 
substance abuse treatment; food stamps; 
housing; foster care; women, infants, and 
children nutrition; school lunch; unemploy-
ment compensation; and job training. 

The States that have opened up their doors 
should not be penalized for coming to the 
aid of Americans in distress. And so I’m going 
to work with the Congress to reimburse the 
States that are taking in evacuees from the 
affected areas along the Gulf Coast. 

I want to thank the Governors and the 
leaders of the States that have taken in so 
many of our fellow citizens. I want to thank 
you for your compassion. And we understand 
that this is going to strain your budgets, so 
the Federal Government, as I just said, will 
operate under this principle: You should not 
be penalized for showing compassion. State 
enrollment teams are already set up in many 
shelters, and many have 1–800 numbers that 
people can call. Any evacuee can contact the 
nearest State or local benefits office to get 
the information about enrolling. 

And those of you who are staying in a 
home or church that has access to the Inter-
net can find out how to receive these benefits 
by going to www.govbenefits.gov. These are 
just some of the many steps we’ll be taking 
in what will be a long relief effort. We have 
much more work to do. But the people who 
have been hurt by this storm know that— 
need to know that the Government is going 
to be with you for the long haul. 

In all the steps we take, our goal is not 
to simply provide benefits but to make them 
easy and simple as possible to collect. The 
responsibility of caring for hundreds of thou-
sands of citizens who no longer have homes 
is going to place many demands on our Na-
tion. We have many difficult days ahead, es-
pecially as we recover those who did not sur-
vive the storm. I’ve instructed all agencies 
to honor their memory by treating the dead 
with the dignity and respect they deserve. 

Throughout our history, in times of testing, 
Americans have come together in prayer to 
heal and ask for strength for the tasks ahead. 
So I’ve declared Friday, September the 16th, 
as a National Day of Prayer and Remem-
brance. I ask that we pray, as Americans have 
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always prayed in times of trial, with con-
fidence in His purpose, with hope for a 
brighter future, and with the humility to ask 
God to keep us strong so that we can better 
serve our brothers and sisters in need. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m. in Room 
350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Of-
fice Building. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript of 
these remarks. 

Statement on Congressional Action 
on Emergency Funding for 
Hurricane Katrina Recovery Efforts 
September 8, 2005 

I thank Congress for continuing to help 
those affected by Hurricane Katrina by mov-
ing swiftly and in strong bipartisan fashion 
to approve these additional emergency funds. 
The people affected by this storm have im-
mediate needs that we must continue to 
meet without delay. More resources will be 
needed as we work to help people get back 
on their feet. We will continue to help people 
rebuild their lives and rebuild the region. 

Proclamation 7924—To Suspend 
Subchapter IV of Chapter 31 of Title 
40, United States Code, Within a 
Limited Geographic Area in 
Response to the National Emergency 
Caused by Hurricane Katrina 
September 8, 2005 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
1. Section 3142(a) of title 40, United States 

Code, provides that ‘‘every contract in excess 
of $2,000, to which the Federal Government 
or the District of Columbia is a party, for 
construction, alteration, or repair, including 
painting and decorating, of public buildings 
and public works of the Government or the 
District of Columbia that are located in a 
State or the District of Columbia and which 
requires or involves the employment of me-
chanics or laborers shall contain a provision 

stating the minimum wages to be paid var-
ious classes or laborers and mechanics.’’ 

2. Section 3142(b) of title 40, United 
States Code, provides that such ‘‘minimum 
wages shall be based on the wages the Sec-
retary of Labor determines to be prevailing 
for the corresponding classes of laborers and 
mechanics employed on projects of a char-
acter similar to the contract work in the civil 
subdivision of the State in which the work 
is to be performed . . .’’ 

3. Under various other related acts, the 
payment of wages is made dependent upon 
determinations by the Secretary of Labor 
under section 3142 of title 40, United States 
Code. 

4. Section 3147 of title 40, United States 
Code, provides that ‘‘[t]he President may sus-
pend the provisions of this subchapter during 
a national emergency.’’ 

5. Several areas of the Nation have been 
recently devastated by Hurricane Katrina. 
The devastation from the hurricane has re-
sulted in the largest amount of property dam-
age from a natural disaster in the history of 
the Nation. An enormous but undetermined 
number of lives have been lost, and hundreds 
of thousands of homes and business estab-
lishments either destroyed or severely dam-
aged. Hundreds of thousands of individuals 
have lost their jobs and their livelihood. An 
unprecedented amount of Federal assistance 
will be needed to restore the communities 
that have been ravaged by the hurricane. Ac-
cordingly, I find that the conditions caused 
by Hurricane Katrina constitute a ‘‘national 
emergency’’ within the meaning of section 
3147 of title 40, United States Code. 

(a) Hurricane Katrina has resulted in un-
precedented property damage. 

(b) The wage rates imposed by section 
3142 of title 40, United States Code, 
increase the cost to the Federal Gov-
ernment of providing Federal assist-
ance to these areas. 

(c) Suspension of the subchapter IV of 
chapter 31 of title 40, United States 
Code, 40 U.S.C. 3141–3148, and the 
operation of related acts to the extent 
they depend upon the Secretary of 
Labor’s determinations under section 
3142 of title 40, United States Code, 
will result in greater assistance to 
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